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ABSTRACT

T Tl Yeasts are unicellular organisms. The most prevalent yeast genera observed in felines are
Malassezia, Cryptococcus, Candida, and Trichosporon. In canines and felines, yeast organisms have a predilection for
colonizing moist areas, including mucous membranes, skin mucosa, folds, areas between the toes, and ears. The objective of
this study was to investigate yeast and yeast-like fungi in the oral flora of kittens and cats in Khorramabad city.

In this study, 50 kittens that did not appear to have any oral or dental problems were sampled
(gingival mucosa, dental and periodontal biofilm). For the purpose of isolation and identification, the samples were
initially cultured in Sabouraud dextrose agar containing chloramphenicol and olive oil. Subsequent to the initial week,
the colonies that emerged were subjected to a thorough examination encompassing colony morphology, pigment color,
and Gram staining. Additionally, the modified Dixon medium was utilized for the isolation of Malassezia.

The results indicated that out of 50 samples collected, 10 samples (20%) were positive for yeast. Of the
samples examined, 30% were found to contain Malassezia yeast, while 40% exhibited signs of Candida yeast infection.

The results of this study have revealed the composition of the oral flora of cats, which has been shown to
be pathogenic under certain conditions. A comprehensive understanding of this yeast flora can facilitate the selection of
an optimal therapeutic approach for the treatment of oral and dental diseases.
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